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" YCMOU gets UGC permlssmn to
re-introduce PhD & MPhil courses

Chaitanya.Deshpande
@timesgroup.com

Nashik: The Yashwantrao
Chavan Maharashtra Open
University (YCMOU) received
University Grants Commis-
sion (UGC) permission on Fri-
day to re-introduce Doctor of
Philosophy (PhD) and and Mas-

ter of Philosophy (M Phil)

courses.

Encouraged by the UGC’s
nod, the open university is in
process of restarting the enroll-
mentsfor PhD courses from the
next academic session. Accord-
ing to the UGC circular; PhDs
done by regular mode will be
recognised and distance pro-
grammes were not. So, the YC-
MOU offered the full-time PhD
program at schools of YCMOU
at the university head office in

Nashik.

According to this new deci-
sion, doctoral research oppor-
tunities will be available for
academicians across the state
in various subjects at the Open
University Research opportu-
nities are available at the uni-
versity after a gap of five years.
The UGC had stopped the PhD
courses in YCMOU citing vari-
ousreasons in 2012.

“The UGC approval will def-
initely provide the higher edu-
cation and research opportuni-
ties to hundreds of students
across the state. The open uni-
versity will follow the instruc-
tions and regulations of the
UGC to run PhD as well as the
MPhil degree courses accord-
ing to new directives issued in

2016,” said Dinesh Bhonde, YC-

MOU registrar said.

YCMOU’s PhD course was
popular among working aca-
demicians. Over 250 individu-
als had received PhDs in vari-
ous subjects by 2012. However,
the open university had to stop
accepting new enrollments of
the students for PhD courses
from 2012-13 after the University
Grants Commission (UGC) is-
sued a circular that degrees
granted for PhD programmes
done through distance educa-
tion will not get recognition.

Even if the open university
had to stop new enrolment for
the PhDs, the already enrolled
students were allowed to carry
on their research work with ex-

_ tensions. According to the re-

cords provided by the exam de-
partment, the YCMOU award-

.ed PhD to 17 students in 2016-17.

Similarly, 30 students got their

PhDs in 2015-16. In 2014-15, the
university had awarded PhDs
to 54 scholars. “Stopping PhD
enrollment was a completely
technical issue and was part of
the UGC’s measures undertak-
en to maintain standards in
higher education. As we are al-
lowed to conduct PhD and M
Phil courses now, we hope to
restart PhD courses in the com-
ing academic session,” Bhonde
added.

In 201819, the YCMOU is
most likely to offer PhD Cours-
es in education, humanities
and social sciences, commerce
and management, continuing
education, agricultural sci-
ences and some other non-tech-
nicalfields as these non-techni-
cal courses do not necessarily
requirelaboratories and practi-
cal exams.
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7;UK will offer
14 new short
term courses

Times NEws NETWORK

Kolhapur: The Shivaji Uni-
versity, Kolhapur (SUK) is of-
fering 14 new short term co-
urses (STC) at its advanced
technology training centre
fromthe nextacademic year.

According to a university
official, the courses are for
mechanical, production, ci-
vil, and electronics and com-
munication engineering.

According to an official
circular, admissions will be
granted to eligible candida-
tes on first come first serve
basis. It added that the stu-
dents from diploma or degree
courses in mechanical, pro-
duction, automobile, electro-
nics and communication or
instrumentation enginee-
ring can apply for the courses
either on full-time or part-ti-
me basis.

Another university offici-
al said, the university has al-
ready signed a memorandum
of understanding (MoU)
with Indo-German Tool Ro-
om (IGTR)-Aurangabad last
year in May. A formal nod
form the SUK’s council mem-
bers sped up the process for
setting up the advance tech-
nology centre at university
campus.

However, the place for set-
ting up the centre is still be-
ing identified.The official in-
formed that temporarily the
courses can startatthe inter-
netunitof themainlibrary of
the varsity.

IGTR is an International
Organization of Standardi-
zation (ISO) certified Tool Ro-

.om and Training Centre,
which was established in1990
and is the symbol of Indo-
German co-operation aimed
at promoting purposeful
technical education among
the youth inIndia. ‘

“The presence of IGTR
centre at the university will
be enhancing the skill based
learning. This will give the
university a chance to deve-
lop skilled manpower.” he
furtheradded.

g “The university is prepa-
red to provide education bet- |
ter and skilled worforce not
just to the country but to the

‘ entire world,” he said. >
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Shlva]1 Univ to apply
for NIRF 2018 iteration

Times NEws NETWORK

Kolhapur: The Shivaji University,
Kolhapur (SUK) will apply for the
2018 iteration of the National Insti-
tutional Ranking Framework
(NIRF), officials said.
D T Shirke, pro-VC, SUK, said
thatthe university had alsoapplied
for the first ever NIRF in 2016 and
bagged 28th rank. However the uni-

. gave much needed idea of where

and how to improve in the acade-
mics and administration.

SUK had bagged 28th rank in
the first NIRF ranking announced
intheyear 2016. A Bengaluru-based
Indian Institute of Science (IISc)
had bagged the top position in the
top 100 university ranking released
by the centre.

y @idnovapply for he ran: ( came 11 3 Close sé-"
year: cond Pune’s Sav1tr1ba1 PhulePune
?gccordmg’toShlrke,theumver- University was ranked 10th in the

sity authorities have already star-
ted the work regarding the applica-
tion. “A separate cell which has be-

en formed will look into the requi- -

rements of the applications,” he
said.

“Improvements done for NIRF
will be helpful for the university in
during next re-accreditation cycle
with the National Assessment and
Accreditation Council (NAAC)
scheduled in 2019,” Shikre added.

Devanand Shinde, vice chancel-
lor of the university, whoisalsothe
acting vice chancellor of Mumbai
University, said that the first NIRF

topuniversitieslistand18thamong
overall academic institutions.

Delhi’s Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity (JNU) was ranked number
six and Jadavpur University was
ranked number 12 in the university
rankings announced by the union
ministry of human resource deve-
lopment (MHRD).

NIRF waslaunched by the Mini-

« stry of Human resource develop-

ment (MHRD) in the year 2015. The
main objective of launching the
NIRF was to have indigenous ran-
. king for the institutions across the
country




Times News NETWORK

Kolhapur: The Directorate
of Higher Education (DHE)
has asked the Shivaji Univer-
sity, Kolhapur (SUK) to sub-
mit the Management Infor-
mation System (MIS) data of
its affiliated colleges for the
academic year 2017-18 by No-
vember 30.

. MIS covers information
from all the higher education
institutions in the state.

In an official circular, da-
ted October 24, the SUK has
instructed its affiliated colle-
ges to fill in the MIS details
before the deadline.

Inorder to make the infor-
mation submission procedu-

re simple, according to a uni-

versity official, the universi-
ty generally conducts the
workshoprelated to updating
information on MIS portal.
“Colleges will have to sub-

g
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SUK asked to submit MIS data

The details are important,
as the information is used
in forming policies on
creating skilled
manpower and
development in the higher
education sector in the
country.

mit the information on the
web portal, www.dhemis.ma-
harashtra.govin. They can
also contact 0231-2609147

number to clear any doubts,”

the university circular said.
MiSdataiscollected on se-
veral parameters such as tea-
chers, student enrolment,
programmes, examination
results, education finance,
and infrastructure etc.
: Thedetailsare important,
as the information is used in
forming policies on creating

skilled manpower and deve-
lopment in the higher educa-
tion sector in the country.
Theofficials have insisted
on filling accurate informa-

- tion in terms of facts and fi-

gures. “The information is
generally used at the infor-
med policy making level.
Thus, colleges need to be ex-
tra careful, while submitting
the data,” a university offici-
alsaid.

SUK has 283 affiliated col-
leges across the Sangli, Sata-
ra and Kolhapur districts,
with more than three lakh
students enrolled in various
under-graduate and post-gra-
duate courses.

TheDirectorate of Higher
Education (DHE) of the state
government had earlier pre-
sented a letter of apprecia-
tion to the university for its
outstanding contribution in
MIS data collection in 2013.
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